SVTC
Meeting Minutes

5/20/05
I. Welcome
John Neuman gave the welcome.
Attending members were: Harrisonburg, WVPT, SVTC Edtech, DOE, WVPT, Albemarle, Charlottesville, Rockingham, Madison, Frederick, Shenandoah, Waynesboro, Page, Greene, Highland & Augusta.
II. Approval of minutes from last meeting

Minutes that were emailed were approved. 
III. Treasurer’s report
Karen Campbell gave out the treasurer’s information. Anyone who did not get an invoice from Karen, please let her know.  Karen  encumbered to pay for SOLmate in the amount of $4,875 for 75 hours @$65.  List of paid registrants for the technology training on back of report.  28 participants have paid so far and 9 more have been invoiced.  Treasurer’s report was approved.  
IV. Old Business
A) NTTI – October 10-12 at BRCC

B) Administrator Training (June 24th – JMU).  Presenters are set.  Karen Richardson and Diane Reed will be covering Chris O’Neil.  Packets are stuffed and ready to go.  Next 1:00 p.m. at BRCC Harrisonburg site on Thursday, committee meeting on presenters.  You can go to website to see who has registered.  Registration will close on June 10th.  If only attending ½ day, still need to pay full amount.  

V. New Business

a) SOLMate – last night a new version was rolled out.  New features – Registration codes are now required.  You can have multiple registration codes at any one time.  You can deactivate as necessary.  SVTCSOL is the current one.  Rod from Frederick is now in charge of that area.  Uploading documents and imaging issues have been fixed.  PDF and text, html, images can be used.  Nothing like Word.  Viewing source to see the correct answer can only be seen as practice test not during assessments.  Ability to print assessments is now available.  Pops up a new window with an answer key.  You should print the answer key because some assessments will pick questions randomly.  Permissions on who can edit assessments….teachers can only modify the assessments they have created.  Results wise…Frederick asked to put together a comparison of results.  Rob did that manually last time.  Frederick has had questions skip from like 19 to 23.  Possibly the student is over clicking and it skipping to the next question.  There were only 2 reports this time.  Tim said that it would switch over to the practice test.  Rob said that it was when there were not 40 questions on the assessment. Is there any way to get back to that results page?  Rob said that page does disappear.  Rod has been having the students to print that page.  Rob said that he could create it so that if they tried to go back and take an assessment again, that it would flip them back to their results page.  13 hours are left on his contract at this time.  We would like for him to stop where he is and save some hours for a presentation in the Fall.  June 13th the SOLMate server will be moved.  Early in the Fall, we will review the assessment questions.  5th grade released items are already in as an assessment and practice.  

b) Roundtable discussion

i. Renaissance Place – Star Reading and Math – Web based.  Windows 2000 server required at this point.  Harrisonburg is using this to place kids.  Joe Hill is using it in elementary and DD is wanting to use it in the middle and high school and they cannot purchase the software because of using OS X.    Mark is going to be using NWEA.org providing Web based assessment.  SOLAR will be used with Page County.  Pam said Shenandoah is looking at  test designer – is good for teacher’s going in and using but Lisa said they had major printing problems.  

ii. Warren brought up using Palms with PALS testing….had heard that someone was working out a deal for online version.

iii. Special Ed division person from JMU wanting someone to address online assessment at SOL content academy.  If anyone is interested, you can contact John.

iv. InfoSource contacted John.  Rosemary said that it was similar to Element K.  Nathan Brand is with InfoSource and says that it can track people signing up for courses and many other things.  They do offer Microsoft training.  

v. Joe Hill says that Rockingham needs some help with scheduling for online tests.  They are in their 10th day of testing and have 5 more to go.  They are lucky that they do not have to displace their business classes.  DD said that if they had the space to put them they maybe the city and county could share laptop labs.  Can be a nightmare for technicians, if they cannot find laptops.  They will buy extension cords and power supplies and use the library for online testing with wireless labs.  Poquoson  - Dale Rush – said that they use 1 day for each subject areas, non-testing subject teachers are proctors and students that are not effected do not come to school.      

Minutes submitted by:  Toni Sheets/Augusta

Next Meeting:  September 23rd – Place to be announced.
