Shenandoah Valley Technology Consortium

April 28th, 2006 Meeting Minutes
I.  Welcome


Dorothy Connelly welcomed the members and opened the meeting.


Attending members included:

	Augusta – Toni Sheets
	Rockbridge – Paul Leonhard

	BRCC – Dorothy Connelly
	Rockingham – Joe Hill

	Buena Vista – Jack Donald
	Staunton – Odile Heisel

	Charlottesville – Maria Lewis
	SVTC – Kelly Lineweaver

	Frederick – Rod Carnill
	Waynesboro – Kay Lera

	Greene County – Dale Herring
	Winchester – Micker Madden

	Harrisonburg – Karen Campbell
	Winchester – Penny Oravec

	JMU – Rich Ingram
	WVPT – Charlotte Sappington

	Page – Lisa Shenk
	WVPT – Connie Jose’

	Page – Shirley Harper
	WVPT – John Neumann

	Rappahannock – Amy Gubler
	VDOE – Linda Holt


II.  Approval of minutes from the March 24th meeting.



The minutes were approved.

III. Treasurer's Report



Karen Campbell provided a Treasurer's Report showing an actual balance of $3,459.87.   A handout of disbursements and encumbrances was provided.  Karen also announced she had received dues from Greene and Nelson Counties.
IV.  ED Tech Grant Update


A.
During this portion, John Neumann provided updates for:



NTTI 


As of the morning of the meeting, John had received 54 lessons from teachers who participated in NTTI.



NTTI Master Teacher Training


John announced recruiting for the Master Teacher Class of 2007 was ongoing and he had already received two applications.  The application deadline is May 12 and the application is available at http://20472.vws.magma.ca/ntti/pdf/MT_app_06.pdf or http://wvpt4learning.org/ntti/pdf/MT_app_06.pdf 


Video Streaming Usage


John provided a handout showing video streaming usage (based on hits on the United Streaming servers, but not including local use servers or content previously burned onto DVD.) Usage continues to increase compared with previous years.


B.
Kelly Lineweaver provided the following information:



Laptop Lab Usage



Kelly shared “thank-you” notes from elementary students in Orange County who had recently been able to use a laptop lab.



SmartBoard Software Update



Kelly reminded members that a new version of the SmartBoard software, Version 9.5, was available at no cost.  The software is available for download from: 
http://www.smarttech.com/support/software/index.asp


Upcoming Deadlines


Kelly reminded members that May 5th is the deadline for requesting Labtop Labs for the fall semester; May 12th is the midpoint deadline for NETS*T participants – those unable to meet deadline requirements will be dropped from the program.  Kelly is available to help with evaluations, if needed.



ExploreLearning Training


Kelly asked about the need for additional training sessions for using ExploreLearning.  The contract provides for four training sessions – however, if these are not needed, the cost of the package can be reduced.  After discussion, the group decided to set up two trainings in the fall (Rockingham and Rockbridge both offered facilities for training).  Additional sessions, up to four, will added if needed.



PETC Training


Even though the deadline for signing up for the Palm Education Training Coordinator Program (PETC training) isn’t until May 12th, Kelly asked for divisions to email her an estimate of the number of participants (with a copy to Linda Holt) so she could set up the initial order for Palm handhelds.
V.  New Business



Nominations for Officers for 2006-07



Dorothy Connelly distributed a list of officers for 2006-07; and requested nominations for the open position of chairman elect. Additional nominations should be emailed to her.


Roundtable Discussion



Rich Ingram passed around a video iPod with a sample video and discussed JMU’s selection as an Apple iTunes University partner.  Rich asked the members to consider ways in which podcasting could be incorporated into academic and non-academic applications and to email ideas to him.  Rich shared information about the Microsoft Grant – seven of eight regional consortia are currently involved in the grant project.  He also discussed future possibilities for training opportunities with focus on virtual collaboration/communication.


Dorothy Connelly passed out a brochure with information concerning the Summer Boot Camp for Educators program available through Blue Ridge.  She mentioned a new certificate for multimedia which would soon be available.  She also asked for group input about the level of computer competence outgoing high school seniors posses with respect to use of word processing, spreadsheets, graphic presentations, and database applications.


Rod Carnill provided an update to the modifications for SOLMate.  The system should be usable for spring testing.  DD Dawson expressed concern about bandwidth availability/usage and asked what could be done to ensure consortium members had access over non-consortium members.  To help with this, Rod will send out a listing of users to consortium members for verification.  Rich also suggested sending out emails to current users and asking them to respond in order to ensure accounts in use would not be deleted – nonresponders would have accounts eliminated.



Rod asked how many divisions were using electronic report cards in elementary schools.  Several divisions are using electronic report cards for elementary; concerns included the need to “schedule” the students into sections with teachers in order to properly capture demographic information and course information, how teachers access the system to enter grades, the need for a greater number of informational fields, and the restriction for teacher comments.



Joe Hill asked about using EdTech funding for purchasing iPods for teacher use.  Charlotte Sappington responded that the group would make the decision about adding items to the list of potential equipment, but the VDOE is also involved.  Linda Holt added that sufficient educational purpose must be included in order to justify equipment being purchased with EdTech monies, but that there was no restriction on what type of equipment could be purchased.  Group members were to let Kelly know of equipment to be potentially added to the purchase list.  This list would be reviewed at the May meeting.


Joe Hill and DD Dawson both expressed concern about the E-Rate process.  Joe is going to contact local legislative representatives about the possibility of attending a meeting so we can discuss concerns and issues with them about E-Rate.



Charlotte indicated she had heard from all but two school divisions concerning schools using United Streaming.  Due to changes in charges, she wanted to be certain all schools having access were included.  She also reminded the group that if the EdTech grant funding is discontinued, then charges for United Streaming would fall to the divisions for payment.
VI.
The Next meeting will be on May 26th, 2006 at Rockingham County Schools Administration Building.  
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