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i @@TscuNotoav CoNSoRTIUM






I.  Welcome


 

a.
The meeting was held in the WVPT Building in Harrisonburg, VA.  Amy Gubler welcomed members to the meeting and presided over the meeting.




b.
Attending members included:
	Augusta – Toni Sheets
	Rockingham  – Joe Hill

	Charlottesville – Maria Lewis
	Shenandoah – Tim Taylor

	EdTech Manager – Kelly Lineweaver
	Staunton  – Meneta Deaton 

	Frederick – Rod Carnill
	VDOE – Linda Holt

	Harrisonburg – Karen Campbell
	VDOE – Mark Saunders (via Conference Call) 

	Highland – Gwen Cauley 
	WVPT – David Mullins

	JMU – Rich Ingram
	WVPT  – John Neumann

	Nelson – Sharon Williams
	Warren  – Melody Sheppard

	Page – Shirley Harper
	Waynesboro – Rosemary Wagoner

	Page – Lisa Shenk
	Winchester – Micker Madden

	Rappahannock – Amy Gubler
	Winchester – Penny Oravec





c.
John Neumann introduced David Mullins, the General Manager of WVPT.  Mullins shared a few comments about his first NTTI conference.  He concluded his comments with thanks the group for their support, participation, and partnership.




d.
Linda Holt announced her retirement from the Department of Education.  Her responsibilities related to edTech Formula grants will be assumed by Mark Saunders, who attended the meeting via conference call. Although, the consortium will miss her guidance regarding edTech Formula grant issues, we welcomed her as an Educational Specialist for WVPT.  She will start employment with WVPT on April 1, 2008.



e.
The consortium congratulated John Neumann, the newly appointed Director of WVPT.


II.
Approval of Minutes from January 25th Meeting




a.
Minutes had previously been emailed to members.  Amy Gubler asked for comments and a motion to approve.  Joe Hill motioned for the approval of the minutes and John Neumann seconded. The minutes were approved without change.


III.
Treasurer’s Report – Karen Campbell




a.
One additional deposit has been received in the amount of $100.00.  Karen Campbell encouraged the group that it will be imperative in the near future to discuss SOLmate. 


IV.
edTech Grant Related Items – Kelly Lineweaver




a.
Kelly Lineweaver announced the NETS*T April midpoint deadline and the  requirements of 10 completed, submitted, and evaluated artifacts. She also announced the summer PalmPilot professional development opportunity.  Details will be sent via email.



b.
Kelly reminded everyone to review her latest email regarding NETS*T refresh, and sending a letter to Congressional representative.  




c.
Kelly took the opportunity to thank John, Stacy, Cindy, and WVPT for another outstanding NTTI. She also commented that she looked forward to the new working relationship that she will have with Linda Holt.






V.
WVPT Update – John Neumann




a.
Videostreaming Usage Report – John provided a handout detailing videostreaming usage to date.

b.   NTTI Update – John provided a NTTI summary and outlined the tremendous impact of NTTI.  During the six years of the grant 1,273 teachers have attended nine NTTI, which has allowed the grant to purchase over $600,000 worth of technology for participating schools.   

In conjunction with NTTI, the ITRT connection took place on March 7th offering 18 presentations by 16 presenters.  Amy Gubler commented it was great to have the ITRT connection during NTTI.  She also expressed the value of the collaborative experience.  Rod Carnill echoed the value of the networking and the opportunity to discuss issues faced by ITRTs. Tim Taylor commented that Shenandoah teachers are asking for more advance application support at the two schools currently supported by an ITRT.


c.  John provided everyone a copy of the PBS TeacherLine 2008 Course Catalog. Rich Ingram provides the consortium updated pricing information, $84.00 per credit hour instead of the $134.00 previously charged.  JMU currently offers 15 courses via PBS TeacherLine, yet more courses may be added based on input from the consortium.  Amy asked about how to take advantage of the special pricing. John agreed to research pricing information. 



VI.
How are other schools testing SOL technology skills? Penny Oravec

Rod explained Fredrick utilizes BlackBoard for assessing technology skills.  The division has developed a group of questions for this assessment. Answering database specific questions raised by Sharon Williams, Rod explained how the database allowed teachers to input new questions and export data results to other applications, such as Excel.  Currently, the database primarily addresses 2006 8th grade technology standards. 

Karen shared how Harrisonburg assessed technology skills in multiple formats, including special authentic projects.  They are currently exploring the idea of student portfolio. Toni Sheets shared that Augusta is also exploring student portfolios and 5/6 grade projects integrated throughout the core curriculum.

Rod explained how Fredrick currently assesses using a multiple choice assessment, yet Fredrick is exploring benchmark artifacts that connect directed to core content, support the development of 21st Century skills, and provide an authentic learning experience for students. Assessing these course-embedded artifacts may resemble the NETS*T rubric meets and/or exceeds.  It is unclear at this time who will evaluate these artifacts.
Joe expressed how Rockingham developed, implemented, and sustained middle school technology classes for 10 years, which have evolved over time to include the latest best practices including Internet safety. The division requires student participation. 

Nelson and Staunton districts have implemented elementary experiences to address technology skill development.  Sharon shared that in Nelson County at Tye River Elementary, we have technology classes on a six day special cycle so one day of every six days, the students are in the computer lab and receiving instruction and assessments.  We have specials on a Day 1 through Day 6 and then start over with Day 1 through 6 throughout the school year for the specials that students go to each day.  Kindergarten students spend 2 days in the lab which is shared with their library time. (about 20 minutes)  So our students have more than six days of instruction.  This is just for our school, not all Elementary schools in Nelson. Meneta Deaton shared Staunton elementary students receive technology classes taught by an instructional assistant on a cycle of one lesson every six school days.  Ideally, Staunton would like a teacher instructing the technology lessons, but this is a funding issue.  The use of instructional assistants to teach technology lessons is also a practice in Nelson.  Sharon thanked Linda for allowing Jessica, an instructional assistant, to attend the 2007 PalmPilot professional development experience. 

Rod informed the group of Roanoke City Schools interest in actively participating in SOLmate with a willingness to populate the database with questions.  After much discussion, it was concluded that the introduction of new schools will over tax Harrisonburg City, the host of SOLmate; therefore, at this time the consortium agreed to deny any new school participation.

Rod suggested the consortium consider establishing incentives for teachers to populate and review the database of questions during the summer.  Rod also expressed the complexities associated with performing a cross-walk to revise the current technology questions to reflect the new technology standards.  After a group consensus, it was determined that a group of individuals will revise the current 40 “test specific” questions on April 25, 2008 following the scheduled SVTC meeting.  Rod agreed to forward the questions out to the consortium members for review prior to this discussion.  In addition to reviewing the questions, anyone interested in supporting the cross-walk discussion was asked to revise the questions and generate additional standards-based questions. 


VII.
SOLmate access – Rod Carnill




This agenda item was previously addressed within the previous agenda topic.
VIII.
 Phase-in of JMU NETS*T Certification Program FY09 – Rich Ingram



 Technology Integration Portfolio for Recertification Program (TIP-R) 
Rich began the conversation by asking Toni to share reflections on the wiki.  Toni shared how a group of 34 persons discussed how they use technology, networked ideas, and recommended actions to resolve current issues.

Rich provided the group an explanation about the current SVTC NETS*T server/portal which is currently outdated.  Although SVTC could continue to use the current dated system, it was recommended SVTC phase in the 3rd version of rubrics.  (The first version was SVTC and the second the Microsoft P21.) The phase-in process requires evaluator training which is currently scheduled in July and August 2008.  Kelly recommended the SVTC update to the 3rd version. Rich provided the group a “JMU NETS*T Certification Program Overview” packet for further review.

In addition, Rich provided the group a “Strategic Recertification: JMU Technology Integration Portfolio for Recertification (TIP-R),” a guide to support district with addressing technology integration with all school personnel, especially those not NETS*T certified.  Rich presented this option as a way for school divisions to strategically keep staff accountable for technology integration beyond TSIP (Technology Standards for Instructional Personnel).  How TIP-R is implemented is a division-specific initiative. 

IX.
Plan for April Meeting – Amy Gubler

During the next meeting on April 25th, SVTC will invite Lan W. Nugent, the Assistant Superintendent for Technology. Cognizant of Mr. Nugent’s desire to gain knowledge the accomplishments of the SVTC, Amy asked the group for agenda items.  The April agenda may include the following topics:
a. Joe Showker – video shown at NTTI
b. A general discussion about how people are using the technology, what we are doing (NETS*T, NTTI, etc.), and the impact of the ITRTs.

Joe also asked Kelly to contact Mr. Nugent to determine if there was anything we could do to prepare for his visit.  In addition, if he could provide the consortium some insights on the direction technology integration is going and TSIP re-write.  More importantly, is the SVTC in alignment with state technology goals.

Please RSVP to Kelly any additional district representative(s) that will attend the meeting.

VI.
Roundtable Discussion – Amy Gubler




a.
Probeware – Amy inquired what types of probeware were utilized by schools today. Micker Madden provided Amy an email address (putt@wps.k12.va.us)  of a Winchester teacher who has integrated the Vernier probeware throughout his instruction. 



b.
Apangea Learning – Amy Gubler
Amy asked if districts were using this website and/or knew of the site.  Karen shared that Harrisonburg was investigating the site.  The site provides a learning experience with a tutor.  Students are asked to work in a problem-solving environment as they develop math skills.  The site provides audio explanations in a variety of languages.   Toni also shared a teacher at Beverly Manner Middle School currently has Apangea account.




c.
Share the Skies – Gwen Cauley
Gwen shared a brief description of Share the Skies which allows a classroom teacher to operate an Australian telescope and take digital pictures of space. Gwen articulated the cross-curricular connection in the area of English & Literature and Gwen agreed to email information about this project to the group. Visit www.sharetheskies.org for more information.  



d.
ExploreLearning  – Micker Madden
Micker asked for details regarding explorelearning accounts.  Kelly agreed to send out information.

VII.
Next Meeting

a. April 25th @ WVPT – Harrisonburg, Virginia.

b. Amy the minutes are still incorrect for Nelson County .  Isent the following corrections to you today:  Amy, one correction…at Tye River Elementary, we have technology classes on a six day special cycle so one day of every six days, the students are in the computer lab and receiving instruction and assessments.  We have specials on a Day 1 through Day 6 and then start over with Day 1 through 6 throughout the school year for the specials that students go to each day.  Kindergarten students spend 2 days in the lab which is shared with their library time. (about 20 minutes)  So our students have more than six days of instruction.  This is just for our school, not all Elementary schools in Nelson.
c. Thanks!
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