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April 27, 2007 Meeting Minutes – JMU Memorial Hall

I.
Welcome – Kelly Lineweaver

 

a.
Kelly welcomed members to the meeting.




b.
Attending members included:

	Albemarle – Jeanne Dike
	Rockingham – Joe Hill

	Albemarle – Chuck Pace
	Shenandoah – Tim Taylor

	Augusta – Toni Sheets
	Shenandoah – Pam Smith

	Buena Vista – Jack Donald
	Staunton – Odile Heisel

	Charlottesville – Maria Lewis
	SVTC/Ed Tech – Kelly Lineweaver

	Greene – Anita Crawford
	VDOE – Linda Holt

	Greene – Dale Herring
	Warren – Melody Sheppard

	Frederick – Rod Carnill
	Warren – Lori Layman

	JMU – Rich Ingram
	Waynesboro – Kay Lera

	Orange – Dave Mott
	Winchester – Penny Oravec

	Page – Shirley Harper
	WVPT – John Neumann

	Page – Lisa Shenk
	WVPT – Connie Jose

	Rappahannock – Amy Gubler
	WVPT – Charlotte Sappington

	Rockbridge – Paul Leonhard
	



II.  
Approval of minutes from March 23rd Meeting



a.
Minutes had been sent out electronically.  



b.
Please let Rod know of any necessary changes.

III.
Treasurer's Report 



a.
There were no changes from the March report.

IV.
EdTech Grant Update – Kelly Lineweaver




a.
The Loaner Laptop Labs will be available for use in Fall 2007.  The application is now available on the website – Deadline is May 25th for use in fall semester.




b.
PETC will be available for 2007-08.  A handout of information was provided.  The deadline for application is May 21st (Linda Holt requested applications be held until after May 8th and then emailed to her.)  There will be two face-to-face meetings with the rest of the work done online.  




c.
NETS*T midpoint deadline was last week.  Kelly sent out emails to all who met the midpoint requirements.  Due to the number of participants who did not meet the midpoint requirements, those who did will see an equipment value increase from $500 to $750.  





Kelly noted that she is receiving questions from teachers about participating in NETS*T in the future.  Since Year 6 funding is unknown, she is planning on telling teachers they may apply, but there will be no guarantee of funding support.  Alternate routes to gaining 





NETS*T certification through TeacherLine and JMU were discussing – however, EdTech funding would not be available for these options under the current application originally approved by VDOE for use of EdTech funds.

V.
WVPT Update – John Neumann




a.
NTTI Update – John handed out the application for the 2007-08 Master Teacher training.  Applications are due by May 11th.



b.
John provided a video streaming usage report.




c.
John also provided group members with a copy of the Spring 2007 NTTI CD.  He stated that about 80% of the lessons shown or presented at NTTI are included on the CD.  Please let John know if your CD doesn’t work and he will send you another.




d.
Connie Jose provided a TeacherLine Course update.


VI.
Science on a Sphere – Rich Ingram




a.
The group was provided a demonstration of Science on a Sphere by Tiffany Newbold, the program manager of SHENAIR.  The demonstration highlighted various ways in which the sphere could be used for educational purposes for relatively small groups of students.


VII.
Spring C/T SOL Testing – Rod Carnill




a.
Rod told the group the SOLMate site is up and running.  A new technology test for spring hasn’t been set up yet, due to the need for alignment with new SOL.  However, there are 40 questions which are available which have been aligned.  Rod mentioned it might be easiest to use these 40 questions for a test this spring and then develop additional test items based on these 40 questions.  In order to make this happen, the questions will have to be locked for editing (meaning that all questions in the bank would be locked).  Rod proposed using a testing window from May 7th through June 15th; editing of questions would be available again by the middle of June.




As a side note, Rod also mentioned the Frederick County is now using Blackboard to deliver benchmark testing.  If there is someone in a division interested in using SOLMate as the delivery system who wants to do further development, he would be willing to turn over administrative responsibilities to that person or persons.

VI.
Round Table Discussion Topics




a.
Quite a bit of information was shared concerning Discovery ThinkLink, SchoolKit, and Visual Learning.  Arrangements were going to be made for presentations of some of these packages at the June meeting.  In addition, there will be a presentation from TeacherLine during the June meeting.



b.
Middle School Online Testing – Pam Smith was interested in knowing how many divisions were doing online testing in the middle school using wireless labs, and whether it would be best to load TestNav on each machine or have it run from a server.




c.
ITRT Connection for Fall – A planning committee was set during the meeting to help provide direction for the proposed fall ITRT Connection workshops.




d.
Rod asked that the group consider nominations for officers for 2007-08.  Let Rod know of any interest.

VII.
Next Meeting




a.
June 1st Meeting Date @ 10:00 at WVPT in Harrisonburg
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