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March 23, 2007 Meeting Minutes – WVPT Harrisonburg

I.
Welcome – Rod Carnill

 

a.
Rod opened the meeting and welcomed members.




b.
Attending members included:

	Augusta – Toni Sheets
	Shenandoah – Pam Smith

	Buena Vista – Jack Donald
	Staunton – Odile Heisel

	Charlottesville – Maria Lewis
	SVTC/Ed Tech – Kelly Lineweaver

	Greene – Anita Crawford
	Warren – Gesina Korte

	Frederick – Rod Carnill
	Warren – Lori Layman

	Harrisonburg – Karen Campbell
	Winchester – Micker Madden

	Rappahannock – Amy Gubler
	WVPT – John Neumann

	Rockingham – Joe Hill
	WVPT – Connie Jose

	Shenandoah – Tim Taylor
	WVPT – Charlotte Sappington



II.  
Approval of minutes from February 23rd Meeting



a.
Minutes had been sent out electronically.  Minutes were approved.



b.
Minutes will continue to be sent electronically rather than in paper format.  Please let Rod know of any necessary changes.

III.
Treasurer's Report – Karen Campbell



a.
Karen provided the Treasurer’s Report.  The handout showed dues received from BRCC.  Divisions which have paid dues were listed on the back of the handout.  No funds were disbursed.  

IV.
EdTech Grant Update – Kelly Lineweaver




a.
Kelly gave thanks to John, Connie, and Charlotte for another successful NTTI event.




b.
Letters from a class in appreciation of the laptop lab use were sent around the table for the group to review.




c.
Budget Information was presented – Mid-point numbers for NETS*T participants will be coming up in April, so Year Four projections may change a bit.  It appears the United Streaming costs could be covered using Year Four budget rather than use funding from Year Five monies, if the number of completers is lower than budgeted.  The official award notice from VDOE was received several weeks ago; Year Five total is about $20,000 less than anticipated.  The group will need to consider how to handle this reduction. 




d.
Laptop Lab applications for 2007-08 will be held up until something more definite is known about continued support for the labs.



e.
Kelly will talk with Linda Holt of VDOE about an application timeline for requesting the Palm Lab.



f.
Year Six funding may still be available.


V.
WVPT Update – John Neumann




a.
NTTI Update – John presented a handout which included information on the March 7-9 NTTI events.  The event was well attended and very successful.  Kelly looked over all the evaluations.  There were several that included “John Neumann was everywhere.”  There were 172 consortium teachers who participated. 




b.
ITRT Connection – The Connection was held on the last day of NTTI.  There were 51 participants.



c.
NTTI Master Teacher Training – Recruiting for the Class of 2008 has begun.  Teachers inclined towards technology integration should be encouraged to apply.  The application is available on website.



d.
Videostreaming Report – John provided a usage report handout for videostreaming.



e.
TeacherLine Courses – Connie Jose presented a handout on with information about JMU credit for PBS TeacherLine Courses.  The handout included information about costs.  More information will be available in the April newsletter.  Charlotte Sappington mentioned that each course must go through JMU faculty review; there are currently 100 courses available through TeacherLine.  Courses can be offered through local contracts for divisions or regional collaborations; WVPT would work with us to present courses locally, if desired. 





Other Course Information - Tim Taylor and Pam Smith of Shenandoah provided handouts for courses available through EMU.  Shenandoah is offering a series of six one-credit courses grouped into units of three.  Brochures will be available through EMU in April which will include registration link.  Please note:  The information on the back of the sample brochure is specific to Shenandoah Teachers.


VI.
Round Table Discussion Topics




a.
Internet Safety – The discussion on Internet Safety showed there is an abundance of resources available and also wide variety in the use of the resources.  All agreed that collaboration within the group to develop and share information and programs would be beneficial.  Key points in the discussion included:





•
use of public service announcements – especially those created by students in classes;






•
use of established classes – such as Health and PE class periods – to present materials on Internet Safety;






•
use of faculty meetings to present information to teachers and administrators;






•
use of Resource Officers and connecting to precautions already included in DARE programs;






•
use of presentations to PTO/PTA meetings.





A tangent discussion developed on student hacking, inappropriate use of computers by students and teachers, the scope of responsibility for filtering sites, and the difficulties in trying to monitor and support the scale of equipment with the staffs available in each division.



b.
Sharing AUP Changes – The group discussed the need for more information about the required changes to the AUP and the potential for sharing AUPs.




c.
SchoolKit – Tim Taylor and Pam Smith talked about a presentation from SchoolKit for online resources and asked the group if there would be interest in a group presentation in the future.  Tim suggested the presentation could occur at the end of a regular meeting and those who wished could remain to view the presentation.  Pam mentioned the dollar resources currently spent on textbooks and the need to have closer scrutiny on spending on textbooks versus spending for online resources.




d.
ThinkLink Learning/Discovery Learning – Amy Gubler mentioned this based on discussion during the ITRT sessions on benchmark testing.  Some comparisons were made between Study Island and ThinkLink.  Several others in the group mentioned other packages which could be useful in developing benchmark testing, including Skills Tutor, Renaissance Learning, ExploreLearning, and the Visual Learning Company.

VII.
Next Meeting




a.
April 27th Meeting Date @ 10:00; location to be announced
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