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I.  Welcome


 

a.
The meeting was held in the WVPT Building in Harrisonburg, VA.  Kelly Lineweaver welcomed members to the meeting.  Rod Carnill presided over the meeting.




b.
Attending members included:
	Augusta – Toni Sheets
	Rockbridge – Paul Leonhard

	BRCC – Susan Crosby
	Rockingham – Joe Hill

	Buena Vista – Jack Donald
	Shenandoah – Tim Taylor

	Charlottesville – Maria Lewis
	Shenandoah – Pam Smith

	Greene – Anita Crawford
	Staunton – Odile Heisel

	Frederick – Rod Carnill
	SVTC/Ed Tech – Kelly Lineweaver

	Harrisonburg – DD Dawson
	Winchester – Micker Madden

	Harrisonburg – Karen Campbell
	Linda Holt - VDOE

	Nelson – Sharon Williams
	WVPT – John Neumann

	Orange – Dave Matt
	WVPT – Connie Jose

	Rappahannock – Amy Gubler
	WVPT – Charlotte Sappington



II.
Presentation – Peripheral Vision – Jason Bungori


Jason gave the group an overview of Peripheral Vision, which is a reseller in the Mid-Atlantic region.  He also gave a demonstration involving hardware and software solutions, including:



a.
InterWrite SchoolPad – a Bluetooth wireless pad which features programmable softpads on the tablet and InterWrite software which acts as an overlay for any active Windows program;



b.
Interactive PowerPoint/TurningPoint System – a “clicker” system which works in conjunction with PowerPoint presentations to allow students to provide immediate feedback to material presented by way of PowerPoint.  The system includes reporting tools which can produce reports which may be exported to Excel;




c.
Pricing to the group which provided a 24 keypad system for $795, a 32 keypad system for $995, and the SoftPad school pad for $495.  Contact information was available for those interested.


III.
Approval of Minutes from January 26th Meeting




a.
Copies of minutes had previously been emailed to members.  The minutes were approved without change.


IV.
Treasurer’s Report – Karen Campbell



a.
No deposits and no expenditures were recorded since the January report.


V.
EDTech Grant Related Items – Kelly Lineweaver



a.
ITRT Connection evaluation data had been emailed to members by Kelly.  She asked members to review the information.



b.
Kelly provided a handout from the SMARTer Kids Foundation which included pricing information on an AirLiner Wireless Slate, as well as pricing for SMART Board interactive whiteboards.


VI.
WVPT Update – John Neumann



a.
NTTI Update – John provided a handout which included information on the size of the applicant pool.  John shared that there were currently about 240 applications for the 180 seats.  Acceptance messages to those selected have been emailed.  Confirmation information will be mailed to the participants and will include an agenda of events.  Substitutions will be accepted through the end of February.  John will work from the alternates list from within the school divisions first, and will then move to applicants on the “main” waiting list.  The handout also included a listing of “sessions of interest” for administrators.  John invited the members to send administrators to these events, but requested members email John in advance of any administrators who would be attending.  John also announced two Pod-Casting sessions which would be open to 20 persons per session on a first-come-first-serve basis.



b.
ITRT Connection – John’s handout also provided information on the ITRT Connection Conference, which will be held on Friday, March 9.  At this point, there were around 30 registrants.  The deadline for registration was being extended to February 28th, due to the recent school closures from weather conditions.  John reminded the group there is no charge for participation in the ITRT Connection Conference.



c.
Videostreaming Usage Report – John provided a handout which detailed videostreaming usage to date.




d.
UnitedStreaming Media Packages – Charlotte Sappington asked members to let her know by February 28th of any interest in purchasing any of the media pack options.


VII.
Roundtable Discussion – Rod Carnill



a.
SOLMate – Rod shared that Frederick County was working to rewrite technology questions to match the updated SOL for technology.  They plan on having at least 40 questions available for use at the 8th grade level.  





Questions were asked about:  1) the availability of three levels of questions – practice items; assessment items which could be edited; and “locked” items for formal assessments.  Practice items would still be pulled from the “old” set, so there is no correlation to new standards; 2) the testing window – the suggested window is around the end of May; and 3) the possibility of viewing the questions – Rod said he would work to try and get the questions exported in order to make them available.




Rod informed the group that Frederick was using Blackboard in all school sites – elementary up – and that each school has its own Blackboard site in order to make management easier.  The ITRT for each school is responsible for managing the content of Blackboard.




b.
Internet Safety – What are school divisions doing?  Discussions included:  1) ways in which information was being distributed to individuals, including training for teachers, PTA presentations for parents and students, use of school resource officers and other sheriff and police personnel, delivery to students during the school day, and use of ITRTs to coordinate presentations; 2) the development of curricula and inclusion of materials from other resources such as clips from UnitedStreaming, I-Safe, and NetSmart; 3) the development at the local levels of “tips of the day” and video clips by students and how these resources could be shared; 4) helping students, parents, and teachers determine the validity of website resources; and 5) what should be included in the Acceptable Use Policy and what requirements are in place for updating the AUP and submitting the curricula for Internet Safety.



c.
E-Rate – Joe Hill noted the E-Rate representative, Chris Averell, had contacted him about a review and that Mr. Averell seemed to be more responsive than others had been in the past.  Others in the group also indicated Chris had been in contact with them.  




d.
E-Mail Records – The group discussed the requirement that emails from administration and teachers may be subject to FOIA release.  Questions were asked about what needed to be kept and for how long, as well as how were divisions coping with the issue.  After realizing the wide diversity of opinion and approach, Joe Hill suggested the group consider bringing in someone in the fall to discuss these issues.




e.
Daylight Savings Time – The group briefly discussed any preparations being done for the early implementation of DST.  It was noted there is a patch available through Microsoft, and that without the patch, time-sensitive applications could become problems.


VIII.
Next Meeting




a.
March 23rd @ James Madison University
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