Shenandoah Valley Technology Consortium

Notes from Meeting

Friday, February 21, 2003
Turner Ashby High School
Present:  Bryan Daniels (Rockingham County), Glenda Gordon (Augusta County), Karen Campbell (Harrisonburg City), Rob Lineweaver (Harrisonburg City), Amy Lentz (WVPT), John Neumann (WVPT), Joe Hill (Rockingham County), Don Judy (Greene County), Ann Welch (Bridgewater College), Toni Sheets (Augusta County), Stephanie Failes (Rockingham County), and Paul Sorrell (Staunton City).
1.
Dave Schuster presented a program on ExploreLearning.  He demonstrated the interactive multimedia content for math and science.  The program uses a guided discovery approach and provides a visual component for math and science concepts.  It also includes an assessment tool.  Subscription cost is $10 per student per year, but volume pricing is available and they would like to work with the Consortium.  They can tailor the program to meet needs and can provide training.
2.
The meeting was called to order by Bryan Daniels.  Thank you to Rockingham County for hosting this meeting.   
3.
Treasurer’s Report was given by Glenda Gordon.

· The current balance is $9,387.34.
· Glenda provided on update on dues paying members.  Please let her know of divisions who are involved in the grant but have not joined the SVTC and she will make contact.  
4.
Old Business:

· Blackboard would like to reschedule their presentation.  This will be planned for the April meeting in Rockbridge County.  

· Additions to listserv will be discussed at next meeting.  No representatives from JMU were present at this meeting.

NCLB Grant Update – John Neumann
· NTTI update – currently 90 teachers representing 47 schools have applied. He encouraged more schools with fewer teachers per school so that we can meet quotas.  Closing for application is scheduled for February 26; however, it may be a little flexible due to the school closings caused by the recent snowfall.
· We have been registered with the Intel Teach to the Future program.  15 teachers will be recruited to go through the training to be held for one week in summer, possibly the second week of July or the first week of August.  Location:  TBA – requires 15 high-end PCs with the latest MS Office software.  If anyone is interested in hosting this, they should contact John.

· Master teacher recruitment will be in mid-March.  Charlotte’s email had indicated that more than one teacher from a school would be accepted if they intend to be master teachers.  Anyone interested in becoming a master teacher should indicate so on their NTTI application.  Master teachers will receive in-depth training on methods and strategies and will present at the NTTI.  Initial master teacher training will be held July 23-26, then follow-up training in August and September. NTTI is scheduled for October next year.

· Work is in progress on the TIPS economy. Strategies are being developed for each standard that teachers will complete to earn points.  Karen asked for any suggestions for strategies to be sent to her and she will compile them.  Karen, DD, and Mark are working on this.  NETS standards are available at www.iste.org.

· SOL Academy will be held in June.  There is a special strand for NCLB.



VETAC Update – Joe Hill

· NCLB grant – Seven applications were received, covering almost all of the state.  We are a midsize consortium. One very large consortium representing the Roanoke area covers almost 1/3 of the state. Lan Neugent reported that all grants will be funded; the amount will be competitive.  There are people from outside of the state who are reviewing the grant to determine the level of funding.  Information will be available at 





http://www.pen.k12.va.us/Technology/EdTech
· Funding – There is no reduction of the bond money on the table at this point.  The only change is that the technology assistant money has been rolled into another category and is no longer designated for that purpose.

· Online Testing – State does not require that divisions do online testing; they simply have to be ready.  Sarah Sudsbury reported that to date 2/3 of schools have done some sort of testing, either comparability or actual testing.  The state has only budgeted for 90,000, but they have received 110,000 requests.  There is a possibility that not all will be accepted.  The state is reviewing the budget and will try to cover all requests.  Some subjects are not ready – geometry will not be available for comparability testing due to problems with online compass.  Comparability studies have shown that there are no differences in performance between paper-and-pencil and online testing, but there is a difference in student attitude.  Testing directors indicate there is less paperwork.  Schools can receive almost immediate feedback for students taking expedited retakes.  Special needs students receive the same accommodations as if they were taking the paper-and-pencil version.
· H.323 Interactive Video – This was a major component of some of the grant applications.  The state is setting up a network where school systems can dial into Richmond and work through their system.  Joe reported very positive uses, including a student with leukemia being able to “attend” a lesson with his classmates by way of teleconferencing.

· State Technology Plan – It has been sent to AEL for final touches and is almost ready for release.
7.
New Business:
· Summer Administrator Training – Administrator training was not included in the grant application since VITAL is already in place.  Joe moved to not offer the training this summer, Toni seconded.  The members voted to explore other options for the future.
· Stephanie will add links to our web page.
8.
Funding for Technology Support – A committee from JLARC has sent out a survey concerning funding for technology support.  It would be a positive step if a level of technology support was included in the Standards of Accreditation.  There will be a session at VSTE.
7.
The next meeting will on March 21 at Golden Corral in Harrisonburg.  Lunch will be provided.  The NCLB Committee will meet following the SVTC meeting.
Respectfully submitted,

Karen Campbell

