Shenandoah Valley Technology Consortium

January 26, 2006 Meeting Minutes

1.   Welcome

a.   The meeting was held at Wilson Middle School in Augusta County, VA.  Rod Carnill presided over the meeting.

b.   Attending members included:

	Augusta – Toni Sheets
	Rockingham – Joe Hill

	BRCC – Susan Crosby
	Shenandoah – Pam Smith

	Charlottesville – Maria Lewis
	Staunton – Odile Heisel

	Dept. of Education – Linda Holt
	Staunton – Paul Sorrell

	Frederick – Rod Carnill
	SVTC/Ed Tech – Kelly Lineweaver

	Frederick – Glenn Moreland
	Waynesboro – Rosemary Wagoner

	Lexington – Brian Balkey
	Warren – Lori Layman

	Orange – Dave Matt
	Winchester – Micker Madden

	Rappahannock – Amy Gubler
	WVPT – Connie Jose


2. Discovery presentation by Lisa Newman  Products correlated to SOLs; have assessments; one-year subscription (per building cost) for each except One Place (which is based on number of buildings joining)
a. Discovery Science Connection: curriculum supplemental digital product – middle school science (elementary and high to be added)

i. 15% duplication from unitedstreaming to Discovery Science Connection

ii. dedicated staff

iii. 30-day preview (not full functionality)

b. One Place: portal that allows user to search across all Discovery services

i. Single sign-on – all services linked to your one email address

ii. Federated search

iii. Other non-Discovery databases (local and service) can be linked to One Place too –Discovery’s technical review dept. will assist with this

iv. Not subscription-based service – you own it (charges for updates if you choose to update)

v. Can incorporate live streaming into One Place – set up time to show video for entire division to access

vi. Space to upload files

vii. Administrative interface to change look, view reports, etc.

c. Discovery Health Connection: aimed at K-12 heath and prevention curriculum teachers 

i. 30-day preview

ii. correlated to state standards

iii. key component is programs, not just video

1.  typically used as supplement to textbook; sometimes as replacement 

2. lessons and materials can replace health kits schools currently used by schools

iv. literacy strategies incorporated throughout

d. Additional media packages (will continue to add content to unitedstreaming as well) 

i. PBS Media Package: 500 titles available; many high-demand titles (accessed via unitedstreaming interface)

ii. PowerMediaPlus:  Clearvue acquisition so those titles offered; strong in art and history areas; accessed via separate site: www.powermediaplus.com; 30-day preview available

iii. AIMS Multimedia; accessed via unitedstreaming interface

3. Approval of October 27th minutes

a. Minutes were approved

b. It was decided to discontinue providing paper copies of minutes at meetings from now on, instead sending minutes by email and posting them online at SVTC site hosted by Rockingham County.

4. Treasurer’s report

a. Several payments made for ITRT Connection

b. Treasurer’s report was approved

5. EdTech Grant Update

a. NTTI:  It was decided not to offer the Mimio as a technology resource choice at the March NTTI.  The document camera offered at Level 1 will be the Avermedia Avervision 130 unless pricing for the 300p falls below $500.  The group prefers Avermedia products to Elmo.

b. ExploreLearning:  

i. Pricing for the upcoming year was distributed.  Interested school divisions will need to combine orders into one consortium order to benefit from pricing.  Each school division should send the total amount of accounts they want to purchase to Kelly by June 15.

ii. It is not permissible to share Teacher accounts among several teachers as we had been told in the past.  

c. ITRT Connection: Evaluations have come in and all responders would recommend the event and would like to see it repeated.  Each of the types of sessions (DOE presentation, Internet Safety, roundtable discussions, and technology resource sessions) were more or less equally reported as ‘most valuable’.  Kelly concluded from this that there is a wide range of needs among the ITRTs and the event seemed to meet those needs.

6. WVPT Update
a. Connie José distributed videostreaming usage reports and summarized WVPT’s activities since the last meeting.

b. Several NTTI questions were answered and a list was provided to each division of NTTI applications received so far.  The deadline for applications is Feb. 9.

7. Roundtable discussion 

a. ArcView 

i. There has been difficulty with installing, registering, and using this product.

ii. Everyone agreed that a robust machine is needed to run the software. 

iii. Email concerns to Linda and she will forward on to the DOE contact.

iv. Glenn Moreland referred to a superintendent’s memo about acquiring ArcView 

b. Parental access to grades/attendance

i. ParentConnect used in Winchester with IGPro/SASI :  parents have to come to school to register with form of ID and then info goes from IGPro/SASI to parent; 18 year olds can prevent parents from viewing grades 

ii. PowerSchool and StarBase other options to replace SASI

c. Online testing

i. Every has had some trouble with this, particularly with audio testing getting early warning system blue screen; Dave got it working after tweaking settings

ii. Recommendation is to install test nav on each individual machine; only temp folder needs full rights 

d. Wireless connectivity

i. Most schools going wireless and it is working well; locked down so student laptops can’t get on; Orange also going wireless between schools

e. Teacher laptops 

i. In Frederick, all teachers in wireless schools have laptops as teacher station; can take home and get on network there if know how

ii. In Waynesboro, one school with only laptops has discovered the need to enforce that teachers must bring laptops to school each day

iii. No divisions are currently considering providing laptops to students.

f. Microsoft SLD (School Leadership Development) training

i. Many attended January session and found the materials to be beneficial

ii. Rich looking to offer another session in April

iii. Those who have already taken it could become trainers for others in this area

g. House Bill 2199, which threatened SOQ funding for ITRTs, was defeated. 

8. Tour of new Wilson Middle School

The next meeting will be held on Friday, February 23.  The location will be Memorial Hall at James Madison University.

Minutes taken by Kelly Lineweaver

