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THE CONSTITUTION

CHAPTER 10  STUDY GUIDE

WEAKNESSES OF THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION:

· Weak national government

· Congress had no power to tax or regulate commerce (trade and business) among the states

· No common currency provided

· Each state had one vote regardless of size (population)

· No executive or judicial branch

FEDERAL SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT:  


A system that divides governmental powers between national government and state governments.

PRINCIPLES OF THE CONSTITUTION:

· Structure based on James Madison’s VIRGINIA PLAN (3 separate branches of government).

SEPARTATION OF POWERS;

· Legislative Branch:  (Congress)-makes laws—two house legislature
SENATE ---2 senators per state

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—number of representatives based on population of each state

· Judicial Branch:  (Supreme Court)—determines if laws made by Congress are Constitutional
· Executive Branch:  (President)—carries out laws
CHECKS AND BALANCES:

· Each branch can check the power of the other

· Checks keep any one branch from gaining too much power

BILL OF RIGHTS:

· Author = James Madison

· First 10 amendments to the Constitution

· Provide a written guarantee of individual rights (ex.  Freedom of speech, freedom of religion)

MAJOR DIFFERENCES BETWEEN HAMILTON AND JEFFERSON:
ALEXANDER HAMILITON






THOMAS JEFFERSON
--leader of the FEDERALISTS





--leader of the DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICANS

--favored strong national government



--favored weak national government

--favored limits on states’ powers




--supported states’ powers

--favored a national bank





--opposed a national bank

--favored development of industry on a national scale

--favored small business and farmers

