1.   Which document established three branches of government? 

A: Declaration of Independence

B: Articles of Confederation

C: Constitution of the United States

D: Charters of the Virginia Company of London 

2.   Dividing government power into three different branches is - 

A: popular sovereignty.

B: federal system.

C: limited government.

D: separation of powers. 

3.   The sharing of power between the national and state governments is - 

A: Limited government

B: Federalism

C: Democracy

D: Checks and balances

4.   What document establishes federalism and explains the sharing of powers? 

A: Declaration of Independence

B: Virginia Declaration of Rights

C: Charters of the Virginia Company of London

D: Constitution of the United States 

5.   Which form of government does the United States have? 

A: Monarchy

B: Direct Democracy

C: Dictatorship

D: Representative Democracy 

6.   Where are the enumerated powers of the national government stated? 

A: Bill of Rights of the United States

B: Constitution of the United States

C: Constitution of Virginia

D: Declaration of Independence

7.   The power to interpret the Constitution of the United States is a responsibility of the - 

A: President.

B: Congress.

C: Supreme Court.

D: Senate. 

8.   The Congress overrides a Presidential veto. What principle of government is being used? 

A: Checks and balances

B: Limited government

C: Consent of the governed

D: Rule of law

9.   What did the Constitution of the United States establish as the supreme government? 

A: District

B: State

C: Region

D: National 

10.  -Conduct Foreign Policy -Establish a Military -Regulate Commerce 

    The above powers belong to the - 

A: town mayor.

B: state government.

C: national government.

D: city council. 

11.   What must ratify amendments to the Constitution of the United States? 

A: People

B: President

C: States

D: Governors

12.   What fraction of state legislatures must ratify an amendment to the Constitution of the United States? 

A: 2/3

B: 3/4

C: 1/2

D: 4/5 

13.   What is the duty of the executive branch of government? 

A: Make laws

B: Carry out laws

C: Interpret laws

D: Amend laws

14.   What is the responsibility of the judicial branch of government? 

A: Interpret the law

B: Carry out the law

C: Make the law

D: Record the law 

15.   Making laws is the duty of the - 

A: executive branch.

B: Supreme Court.

C: President.

D: legislative branch.

16.   What is a power shared by the federal, state, and local levels of government? 

A: Declaring war

B: Approving budgets

C: Printing money

D: Regulating trade

17.   Power not specifically listed in the Constitution of the United States are - 

A: reserved.

B: expressed.

C: concurrent.

D: implied.

18.   The legislative branch in Virginia is the - 

A: Congress.

B: General Assembly.

C: Parliament.

D: House of Commons. 

19.   The President is to the United States as the what is to Virginia? 

A: Governor

B: Mayor

C: City Manager

D: Administrator 

20.   -City Council  -Board of Supervisors -Town Council 

 The above are examples of the legislative branch of which government? 

A: National

B: Regional

C: Local

D: State 

21.   The executive at the local level of government is the - 

A: President.

B: Mayor.

C: Governor.

D: Lieutenant Governor.

22.   The highest court in Virginia is the - 

A: Court of Appeals.

B: Supreme Court.

C: Juvenile Court.

D: General District Court.

23.   What is the source of power for local governments in Virginia? 

A: State

B: Constitution

C: Supreme Court

D: Governor

24.   All of the following are purposes of the United States government EXCEPT - 

A: forming a union.

B: providing defense.

C: controlling lives.

D: establishing justice.

25.   What document was used as a model for the Bill of Rights to the Constitution of the United States? 

A: Articles of Confederation

B: Virginia Declaration of Rights

C: Magna Carta

D: Declaration of Independence 

26.   "all men are created equal" 

    "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness" 

     In what document can the above phrases be found? 

A: Declaration of Independence

B: Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom

C: Articles of Confederation

D: Constitution of the United States 

27.   Which of the following does the Constitution of the United States NOT provide? 

A: Protection of fundamental freedoms

B: Equality under the law

C: Structure for government

D: Supremacy of state law

28.   -Majority Rules -People Have Individual Dignity -Minority Possesses Rights 

  -People Have Fundamental Rights 

  What document is described by the statements above? 

A: Constitution of the United States

B: Virginia Declaration of Rights

C: Articles of Confederation

D: Declaration of Independence

29.   Which document guaranteed American colonists the rights of Englishmen? 

A: Charters of the Virginia Company of London

B: Declaration of Independence

C: Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom

D: Articles of Confederation

30.   -Nominating candidates -Conducting campaigns -Educating the public about issues 

   The above list describes functions of the - 

A: legislative branch.

B: political parties.

C: courts.

D: media. 

31.   What explains the differences between political parties? 

A: Party platforms

B: News media

C: State constitutions

D: Party candidates

32.   Political parties are similar in all of the following ways EXCEPT - 

A: trying to win elections.

B: holding both liberal and conservative views.

C: writing the same platform of issues.

D: attempting to influence public policies.

33.   Which of the following is NOT true of all political parties? 

A: Try to win elections

B: Center around a political personality

C: Appeal to the political center

D: Attempt to influence public policy

34.   Which of the following is NOT a requirement for voter registration in Virginia? 

A: United States citizen

B: Age 18 or older

C: State resident

D: High school diploma 

35.   The largest percentage of citizens vote in what election? 

A: Presidential

B: Mayorial

C: Gubernatorial

D: Congressional

36.   All of the following characteristics of a citizen predict whether he will vote in elections EXCEPT the citizen's - 

A: years at work.

B: level of education.

C: years of age.

D: level of income.

37.   Which of the following explains why people do NOT vote? 

A: Interest and registration

B: Candidates and patriotism

C: Television and newspapers

D: Date and time

38.   Political opinions and cartoons are usually shown in which section of a newspaper? 

A: Sports

B: Classified

C: Editorial

D: Obituary

39.   Which of the following is NOT a way to register to vote in Virginia? 

A: By mail

B: In court

C: Division of Motor Vehicles

D: Local Registrarˆs office

40.   Which of the following shows bias in campaign advertising? 

A: Local television station holds a debate for the candidates

B: Radio station political news fails to mention one candidate

C: Local newspaper prints editorials that meet guidelines

D: Town Council allows posting of political pictures

41.   The United States Congress is bicameral which means it - 

A: cannot change a veto.

B: appoints cabinet officers.

C: has two houses.

D: passes all laws. 

42.   1) Vote on a bill 

  2) President signs a bill 

  3) Work in committees 

  4) Floor debate 

  Which of the above happens FIRST? 

A: 1

B: 2

C: 3

D: 4 

43.   A proposed law is - 

A: an implied power.

B: a veto.

C: an override session.

D: a bill. 

44.   An ordinance is a local - 

A: vote.

B: law.

C: election.

D: official. 

45.   In order for a bill to be considered by the President to become a law, it must be - 

A: passed by Congress.

B: signed by the Chief Justice.

C: sent to the states to review.

D: approved by a political party. 

46.   What vote is needed in each house of Congress to override a presidential veto? 

A: 1/8

B: 1/2

C: 2/3

D: 3/4

47.   Who is responsible for signing a bill into law at the state level of government? 

A: Speaker of the House

B: Governor

C: Attorney General

D: Political Party Leader

48.   What makes laws at the local level of government? 

A: Board of Supervisors

B: Registrar

C: Police Chief

D: City Manager

49.   What are the fourteen departments that help the President carry out laws? 

A: Lobbyists

B: Cabinet

C: Magistrates

D: Caucus

50.   Laws can be declared unconstitutional by - 

A: Congress.

B: President.

C: Supreme Court.

D: Speaker of the House. 

51.   The executive branch influences policymaking in all of the following ways EXCEPT - 

A: Vetoing laws

B: Appointing people

C: Impeaching people

D: Proposing laws 

52.   Which of the following is NOT a function of political parties? 

A: Educate the public

B: Win elections

C: Count the votes

D: Nominate candidates 

53.   Interest groups do all of the following EXCEPT - 

A: give money to campaigns.

B: influence government officials.

C: discuss current issues.

D: vote on legislation. 

54.   How can citizens influence the government? 

A: Reading the newspaper and watching television

B: Voting in elections and writing letters to officials

C: Talking with neighbors and visiting friends

D: Knowing the issues and thinking about them 

55.   The mass media influences public opinion in all of the following ways EXCEPT - 

A: broadcasting different views.

B: reporting the facts.

C: showing political cartoons.

D: discussing important issues. 

56.   The judicial branch - 

A: makes laws.

B: enforces laws.

C: interprets laws.

D: writes laws.

57.   What is the lowest level of federal courts? 

A: District Court

B: Supreme Court

C: Criminal Court

D: Court of Appeals 

58.   What is the jurisdiction of the United States Supreme Court? 

A: Singular and dual

B: Civil and criminal

C: Original and appellate

D: Concurrent and implied

59.   Original jurisdiction means that a court hears a case - 

A: on appeal.

B: for the first time.

C: at the state level.

D: with five judges.

60.   The highest federal court with final appeal is the - 

A: District Court.

B: Court of Appeals.

C: Military Court.

D: Supreme Court. 

61.   Which is the correct order of federal courts from lowest to highest? 

A: Supreme Court, District Court, Court of Appeals

B: Court of Appeals, Supreme Court, District Court

C: District Court, Supreme Court, Court of Appeals

D: District Court, Court of Appeals, Supreme Court

62.   How are United States District Courts difference from other federal courts? 

A: Meet all year

B: Have a jury

C: Issue sentences

D: Use judicial review

63.   Cases from the Circuit Court of Virginia may be appealed to the - 

A: General District Court.

B: Court of Appeals.

C: Supreme Court.

D: Juvenile Court. 

64.   What types of cases are heard in Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court? 

A: International trade

B: Constitution and legal rights

C: Family and children

D: Civil liberties violations

65.   In the Virginia court system, magistrates are responsible for issuing - 

A: prison pardons.

B: trial sentences.

C: arrest warrants.

D: jury verdict.

66.   The court case of Marbury v. Madison established the principle of - 

A: separate but equal.

B: consent of the governed.

C: due process.

D: judicial review.

67.   The supreme law of the land is the - 

A: Congress.

B: President.

C: Constitution.

D: Justices. 

68.   No state laws can conflict with the - 

A: President.

B: Legislature.

C: Governor.

D: Constitution.
69.   When may a person accused of a crime be arrested without a warrant? 

A: Police have probable cause

B: A gun was used in the crime

C: There has been a previous arrest

D: Multiple people are involved 

70.   All of the following occur at a court arraignment EXCEPT - 

A: an attorney is assigned.

B: probable cause is examined.

C: accused enters a plea.

D: judge issues a sentence.

71.   In a civil case, who files a complaint to receive damages or compensation? 

A: Defendant

B: Plaintiff

C: Judge

D: Attorney

72.   Court cases involving children who commit crimes or need protection are tried in the - 

A: Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court.

B: Small Claims and Tax Court.

C: General District Court.

D: Circuit Court. 

73.   Courts which have appellate jurisdiction are trying cases that - 

A: are similar to a previous case.

B: have been heard in a lower court.

C: involve murder charges.

D: could carry a life sentence. 

74.   The characteristics of a command economy include all of the following EXCEPT - 

A: limited consumer choice.

B: central planning.

C: free market system.

D: government owned resources

75.   -Private ownership of resources  -Competition -Profit -Individual choice 

The above are characteristics of which type of economy? 

A: Command

B: Traditional

C: Free market

D: Open market 

76.   Another name for a centrally planned economy is - 

A: capitalism.

B: free enterprise.

C: command.

D: free market.

77.   In a free-market economy, price is determined by - 

A: supply and demand.

B: material cost and labor.

C: the government .

D: the entrepreneur. 

78.   What type of economy do most countries have? 

A: Traditional

B: Command

C: Mixed

D: Market 

79.   In what type of economy do individuals and government share the decision making? 

A: Traditional

B: Market

C: Mixed

D: Command

80.   Financial institutions do all of the following EXCEPT - 

A: receive deposits.

B: make loans.

C: pay interest.

D: collect sales tax

81.   Which of the following is NOT a private financial institution? 

A: Post Office

B: Bank

C: Credit Union

D: Securities Brokerage

82.   The duty of a central bank is to - 

A: establish checking accounts.

B: regulate the money supply.

C: issue savings certificates.

D: print paper money. 

83.   What happens when supply is low and demand is high? 

A: Prices increase

B: Fewer goods are produced

C: Labor goes on strike

D: Government borrows more

84.   What happens when supply is high and demand is low? 

A: Producers work harder

B: Raw materials cost more

C: Prices go down

D: Trade increases 

85.   John places five hundred dollars in his bank savings account. How does John's saving affect business? 

A: Money is available for borrowing

B: Fewer goods will be produced

C: Workers will want a pay raise

D: More banks will be established

86.   Government uses tax revenues to provide - 

A: public goods and services.

B: news and advertisements.

C: shopping malls and stores.

D: sports buildings and equipment.

87.   What is the central bank of the United States? 

A: Executive Cabinet

B: Federal Reserve System

C: Stock Brokerages

D: Federal Trade Commission

88.   All of the following are public goods and services EXCEPT - 

A: postal service.

B: interstate highways

C: shopping malls.

D: national defense. 

89.   How does a government tax increase affect business? 

A: Increases business production

B: Decreases business spending

C: Business hires more workers

D: Business sells fewer products

90.   What can the government do to increase economic activity? 

A: Lower taxes

B: Reduce spending

C: Raise borrowing

D: Higher tariffs

91.   What is a result of increased government spending? 

A: Employment rises.

B: Demand declines.

C: Production decreases.

D: Foreign trade expands. 

92.   What amendment to the Constitution of the United States established the income tax? 

A: 12th

B: 16th

C: 23rd

D: 25th 

93.   Which economic system is most common throughout the world? 

A: Traditional

B: Command

C: Free-market

D: Mixed 

94.   In a mixed economy, economic decisions are made by - 

A: voters and legislators.

B: producers and managers.

C: citizens and government.

D: buyers and sellers.

95.   All of the following are reasons countries trade EXCEPT to - 

A: create jobs.

B: sell surplus goods.

C: hire cheaper labor.

D: buy goods at a lower cost.

96.   A responsible citizens can take part in the political process by all of the following EXCEPT - 

A: register to vote.

B: hold public office.

C: stay informed.

D: get job training. 

97.   What happens when citizens do not carry out their duties? 

A: Loss of job

B: Legal penalties occur

C: Taxes decrease

D: Immigration increases

98.   The value of what is given up in order to get or do something else is - 

A: resources.

B: scarcity.

C: opportunity cost.

D: surplus goods. 

99.   What influences workers to get new skills? 

A: Changes in technology.

B: Imports of raw materials.

C: Business expansion.

D: Foreign trade growth.

100.   Using the graph, what is true for federal expenditures from 1955 to 1993? 
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A: They doubled every two years.

B: They increased faster than deficits.

C: They declined after 1985.

D: They were highest in 1970. 

101.    1) Vote on a bill        2) President signs a bill 

       3) Work in Committee   4) Floor Debate 

    Which of the above happens LAST? 

A: 1

B: 2

C: 3

D: 4

102.   A form of government where the people rule themselves by choosing representatives to do the work of government for them. 

A: Monarchy

B: Representative Democracy

C: Dictatorship

D: Direct Democracy

103.   Dividing the powers between the national and state governments while allowing them to share other powers is known as: 

A: The Great Share Fair

B: Democracy

C: Federalism

D: Representative Democracy 

104.   The Judicial Branch... 

A: enforces laws

B: makes laws

C: interprets laws

D: makes good homemade apple pie 

105.   The Executive Branch... 

A: enforces laws

B: makes laws

C: interprets laws

D: makes good homemade bread

106.   The Legislative Branch... 

A: enforces laws

B: makes laws

C: interprets laws

D: makes good homemade soup

107.   There are _______ branches of government. 

A: one

B: two

C: three

D: ten 

108.   What are the two steps which are needed to make an amendment to the Constitution? 

A: It must be written and passed.

B: It must be proposed and ratified.

C: It must meet the approval of Mr. Burch and Mr. Shifflett.

D: It must be signed by the President. 

109.   Separation of power is: 

A: dividing the powers between three branches of government.

B: dividing the number of representatives between each state.

C: dividing the powers between the armed forces.

D: dividing the powers between the Republicans and Democrats.

110.   "Checks and balances" means 

A: keeping accurate records of the amount of money one has.

B: a system for making sure the armed forces do not become too powerful.

C: a system which allows one branch of government to keep the other two from gaining too much power.

D: a service that banks offer.

111.   Popular sovereignty is: 

A: The idea that people should have the right to rule themselves.

B: The idea that popular people should rule.

C: The belief that the most popular ideas should become laws.

D: The idea that governments are evil. 

112.   The idea of limited government is expressed in our Constitution by stating the: 

A: powers denied to Congress.

B: majority rules.

C: powers of the President.

D: Preamble. 

113.   The powers given to the federal government are called: 

A: enumerated powers

B: concurrent powers

C: reserved powers

D: peoples' powers 

114.   The powers given to the state government is called: 

A: enumerated powers

B: concurrent powers

C: reserved powers

D: state powers

115.   The Constitution was written in the year: 

A: 1607

B: 1776

C: 1781

D: 1787

116.   The Charter of Virginia Company of London stated which of the following ideas? 

A: The people should not carry weapons.

B: The colonists were guaranteed the rights of Englishmen.

C: The people had to grow tobacco.

D: The people had to search for gold. 

117.   The Mayflower Compact was important because 

A: it stated people had to attend church.

B: it stated people had to pay very high taxes.

C: it was signed by men only.

D: it was the first form of self-government. 

118.   The Virginia Declaration of Rights was 

A: a model for the U.S. Bill of Rights.

B: written by Thomas Jefferson.

C: written after the Constitution.

D: was not adopted by the Virginia Assembly. 

119.   All of the following are true about the Declaration of Independence EXCEPT 

A: it affirms inalienable rights.

B: it was written on July 4, 1770.

C: it established equality under the law.

D: it was written by Thomas Jefferson.

120.   The Virginia Statute of Religious Freedom established freedom of religion by stating 

A: America was a Christian nation.

B: there would be no established state religion.

C: everyone should attend church.

D: people must pay taxes to the church. 

121.   According to the Declaration of Independence, what is true of all people? 

A: They all are alive.

B: They all have the right to bear arms.

C: They are all created equal.

D: They all have the right to party. 

122.   According to the Declaration of Independence, what rights cannot be denied the people? 

A: unalienable rights.

B: right to free speech.

C: right to bear arms.

D: freedom of religion. 

123.   According to the Declaration of Independence, why are governments instituted? 

A: to keep the peace.

B: to guard against abuses.

C: to secure the rights of people.

D: to collect taxes.

124.   According to the Declaration of Independence, where do governments receive their powers? 

A: from other governments.

B: from the people.

C: from an elite few.

D: they have no power.

125.   The main author of the Declaration of Independence was 

A: Ben Franklin.

B: George Washington.

C: Thomas Jefferson.

D: Abraham Lincoln. 

