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DISTRIBUTION OF NON-SCHOOL RELATED/SPECIAL INTEREST MATERIALS

Distribution of Non-School Related Materials on School Property
Under the management of the principal or designee, all non-school related materials for  students may be distributed in the schools in accordance with the following guidelines:

1.
All such materials may only be temporarily placed at a single, stationary location designated by the principal/designee;

2.
The materials will be distributed by making them available for voluntary pickup in a specific, stationary location, which does not interfere with school operations.  Direct hand-to-hand distribution by anyone will not be permitted;

3.
The materials are accessed only during non-instructional time and are discarded by the principal/designee at the end of each school week;

4.
The materials do not create a disruption, or are forecast to create a disruption, to the safe and orderly operation of the school.
5.
The materials do not include or suggest, in any aspect, implicitly or explicitly, anything obscene, vulgar, profane, or promoting the violation of any criminal law.
For purposes of this policy, the following definitions apply:


“Non-school materials” means any item or matter that has not been properly approved and authorized, in advance, for use in the school as part of school programs or activities, whether or not purchased with school funds.

“Non-instructional time” means the time immediately before and immediately after classroom instruction on a school day, i.e., time between classes, lunch period, before and after school.

If the School Board permits the use of its facilities by members of the community or 

the distribution of literature on school property or at school functions, it will permit such use or such distribution by the Boy Scouts of American and the Girl Scouts of the USA to the same extent and in the same manner as all other persons or groups.

Student Delivery of Material


No literature of a partisan, sectarian, or controversial nature shall be distributed in the schools for reasons other than academic pursuit.

Students shall not be required to convey or deliver materials that:


1.
Advocate the election or defeat of any candidate for elective office;


2.
Advocate the passage or defeat of any referendum questions, or
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3.
Advocate the passage or defeat of any matter pending before a local School Board; local governing body, the General Assembly of Virginia, or the Congress of the United States.


This section shall not be construed to prohibit the discussion or use of political or issue-oriented materials as part of classroom discussions or projects or to prohibit the delivery of information materials.

Adopted:

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Legal Refs.:
Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended,  sections  22.1-78, 22.1-79, 



22.1-79.3, 22.1-293(B-D)

Perry Education Association v. Perry Local Educators’ Assoc. 460 U.S. 37 (1983) 

Newton v. Slye, 116 F. Supp. 677 (W.D. Va. 2000)

 Equal Access Act, 20 U.S.C. 4041, et seq.

 Virginia Constitution Article VIII §7

 U.S. Constitution, First Amendment

Cross Refs.:
Rockingham County  Public Schools Administrative Directive, Forms for 



Challenged Material policy, AD-IIAC-7/01


EDC
Authorized Use of School Buildings and Materials

IIAC
Public Complaint About Curriculum or Instructional Materials/Challenged 

Materials


KFB
Research Projects, Student Observations, and/or The Administration of


Surveys and Questionnaires

4/07   RCPS


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

