Middle School Social Studies: iTunes, iMovie, and iPhoto

An Immigrant’s Journey

The purpose of this project is for students to engage in an
authentic learning experience of an immigrant coming to the
United States in 1907. The use of auditory, visual, and musical
components helps to include and engage more students.
Auditory and visual learners can interact in ways that were not
previously available.

Project Description

Students use books, resource CDs, and the Internet to research and collect images of
the experiences of immigrants in 1907. Students are divided into groups of four to write
journal entries for a fictional, yet historically accurate, immigrant to the U.S.in 1907.
Each group is assigned to write about a different part of the immigrant’s journey: the
decision to immigrate, the voyage, Ellis Island, and the search for housing and a job in
the U.S. Each student writes one journal entry for the fictional person.

Students read and assess each other’s entries, and then, as a group, they edit and
modify the journal entries until they sound as authentic as possible. Each group uses
the journal entries to write the narration for the iMovie project. One person in each
group is selected to be the fictional person to narrate the immigrant’s journey. The
group reviews the images they have gathered to determine the ones that are most
appropriate for their presentation. They import the images as JPEG files into iPhoto.

Next, students edit the project in iMovie, bringing in the narration and incorporating
the images. They can also add music to enhance the mood of the project. Students can
export the completed movies to QuickTime and burn them on a CD, export them to
videotape, or use iDVD software and a SuperDrive to include them on a DVD. The
projects are presented to the class and shared with other classes that are studying
immigration.

Outcomes
After completing this project, students will be able to:
- Effectively document and share an immigrant’s experience.

- See how the use of technology can create a personalized document of a historical
experience.

+ Reflect on what they have learned and share their experience with others.

Technology Skills

After completing this project, students will be able to:

+ Use iMovie, iTunes, and iPhoto to produce an iMovie project.

+ Use the Internet to search for appropriate and reliable information.

+ Record their narration using iMovie.
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Assessment Suggestions
+ Written journal entries can be assessed using a teacher-created rubric.

+ The technical assessment can include creativity, sound and image quality, and overall
impact of the project.

Tools and Resources

Internet

+ A web page with links to immigration Internet sites can be created. An example
website can be seen at:
http://www.daniel-wright.district103.k12.il.us/Ibest/immigrant/immigrant_links.html

« iLife How-To Guides: http://www.apple.com/education/ilife/howto/

Tools

Macintosh computers (computer with a SuperDrive or CD burner is optional), scanner
(optional), Internet connection, iMovie, iTunes, iPhoto, iDVD (optional), AppleWorks

Special thanks to Laura Best, Technology teacher, and Joanne Roler and Ruth Tinley, Social Studies
teachers, for contributing this project.
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