Budget Simulation Directions

Thank you for visiting our budget simulation website.  This simulation will walk you as a middle school student through some of the decisions that adults make in their daily lives when it comes to spending money.

Please follow the directions below to complete the online simulation.

Step 1: Open the Spreadsheet.  You will have to open the Excel file that is linked below.  It will be easier for you to save it to your desktop while you are working on it.

Step 2: Navigating the tabs.  At the bottom of the spreadsheet there will be a row of tabs.  These tabs are the different areas of a budget that you will be completing.  Housing should be the first one that comes up, but you can use the arrows to move to the right to unveil the rest of the tabs.  

Step 3: Complete your budget.  Starting with housing, complete the worksheet on each tab.  These forms will give you information and directions on how to make your choices and how to complete the forms.  Work your way through the program by clicking on each tab and following directions.  To make sure you complete all of them, you can use this as a checklist:


-Housing


-Transportation


-Food


-Health Care


-Clothing


-Entertainment


-Other expenses


-Income


-Savings

Step 4: Budget: On the last tab marked Budget, all of the data you completed on the other tabs will be displayed.  The Blue box at the bottom is the total.  If the number is positive, that is great, that means that you make more money than you plan on spending, and will have plenty left over.  If the number is in parenthesis, that means you’re spending more than you make.

If you are spending more than you make, you need to go back and make changes in the forms to your entries.  You might have to give up an item, or change your choices for homes, cars, etc. until your budget is back even again.

When you have your budget balanced, click print.  You will print out a 3 page document that includes your budget worksheet, as well as a set of questions to answer.
