Rockingham County Public Schools

English – Second Grade Benchmarks

(What a Second Grade student on grade level should do.  Teachers must adjust to meet the need of students below and above grade level.)

	1st Grading Period
	2nd Grading Period

	Reading/Literature (50%)

2.4    Use phonetic strategies when reading and spelling
2.4 a  Use knowledge of consonants and consonant blends

         to decode words

2.4 b  Use knowledge of short vowels to decode words

2.7     Read fiction and nonfiction, using a variety of 

         strategies independently

2.7 b  Set purpose for reading

2.7 c  Read stories, poems, and passages with fluency and

         expression

2.7 d  Reread and self-correct when necessary

2.8     Read and demonstrate comprehension of fiction and

         nonfiction

2.8 a  Make predictions about content

2.8 b  Read to confirm predictions

2.8 d  Ask and answer questions about what is read

2.8 e  Locate information to answer questions


	Reading/Literature (50%)
2.4 c  Decode regular multisyllabic words
2.5     Use meaning clues and language structure when

         reading

2.5 a  Use information in the story to read words

2.5 b  Use knowledge of story structure and sequence

2.6     Use language structure to expand vocabulary when

         reading

2.6 d  Use knowledge of antonyms

2.7 a  Preview fiction and nonfiction selections by using

         pictures, diagrams, titles, and headings

2.8 c  Relate previous experiences to the topic 

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.4, 2.7, and 2.8.

  

	Word Study (20%)
2.4 a  Use knowledge of consonants and consonant blends

         to spell words

2.4 b  Use knowledge of short vowels to spell words

	Word Study (20%)
Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.4.



	Writing (30%)
2.11     Write stories, letters, and simple explanations
2.11 a  Generate ideas before writing

2.11 d  Use available technology

2.12     Edit writing for correct grammar, capitalization, 

           punctuation, and spelling

2.12 a  Recognize and use complete sentences

2.12 f   Use correct spelling for high-frequency sight words, 

           including compound words and regular plurals
	Writing (30%)
2.11 b  Organize writing to include a beginning, middle, 
           and end

2.12 b  Use and punctuate declarative, interrogative, 

           and exclamatory sentences 

2.12 d  Use singular and plural nouns

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.11 and 2.12.

         

	Oral Language (Integrated)
2.1 Demonstrate an understanding of oral language

structure

2.1 a  Create oral stories to share with others

2.1 b  Create and participate in oral dramatic activities

2.1 c  Use correct verbal tenses in oral communication

2.2    Continue to expand listening and speaking 

         vocabularies

2.2 a  Use words that reflect a growing range of interests 

         and knowledge

2.2 c  Follow oral directions with three or four steps

2.3    Use oral communication skills

2.3 a  Use oral language for different purposes

2.3 b  Share stories or information orally with an audience

2.3 c  Participate as a contributor to a group

2.3 d  Summarize information shared orally by others

    
	Oral Language (Integrated)

2.2 d  Give three-step and four-step directions
2.2 e  Identify and use antonyms in oral communication

2.3 c  Participate as a leader in a group

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.1, 2.2, and 2.3.



	Research (Integrated)
2.9    Demonstrate comprehension of information in 
         reference materials

2.9 a  Use a table of contents

2.9 c  Use a dictionary


	Research (Integrated)

2.9 b  Use pictures and charts
Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.9.

	Handwriting *
2.10    Maintain manuscript handwriting
	Handwriting *

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.10.



1st 9-Weeks:  Below Grade Level – 1.5

         2nd 9-Weeks:  Below Grade Level – 1.5

        On Grade Level – 1.6, 2.1, 2.2

                  On Grade Level – 1.6, 2.1, 2.2
                    Above Grade Level – 3.1 and above
                  Above Grade Level – 3.1 and above
	3rd Grading Period
	4th Grading Period

	Reading/Literature (50%)
2.4 a  Use knowledge of consonant digraphs to decode

         words

2.4 b  Use knowledge of long vowel patterns and r-

         controlled vowel patterns to decode words

2.6 d  Use knowledge of synonyms

2.8 d  Identify problem, solution, and main idea

2.8 f  Describe characters, setting, and important events in 

         fiction

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 2.7, and 2.8.


	Reading/Literature (50%)
2.5 a  Use knowledge of prefixes and suffixes to expand

         vocabulary when reading

2.5 b  Use knowledge of sentence structure

2.6 b  Use knowledge of contractions and singular 

          possessives

2.6 c  Use knowledge of simple abbreviations

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 2.7, and 2.8.

  

	Word Study (20%)
2.4 a  Use knowledge of consonant digraphs to spell

         words

2.4 b  Use knowledge of long vowel patterns and r-

         controlled vowel patterns to spell words

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.4.


	Word Study (20%)
Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.4.

	Writing (30%)

2.12 c  Capitalize all proper nouns and the word “I”
2.12 e  Use apostrophes in contractions, including “don’t,”

           “isn’t,” and “can’t”

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.11 and 2.12.

	Writing (30%)

2.11 c  Revise writing for clarity
2.12 d  Use singular and plural pronouns

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.11 and 2.12.

       

	Oral Language (Integrated)

2.2 b  Clarify and explain words and ideas orally
2.2 e  Identify and use synonyms in oral communication

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.1, 2.2, and 2.3.


	Oral Language (Integrated)

2.1 d  Use increasingly complex sentence structures in 
         communication

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.1, 2.3, and 2.3.



	Research (Integrated)
2.9 c  Use indices
Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.9.

	Research (Integrated)

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.9.


	Handwriting *
Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.10.


	Handwriting *

2.4 Begin to make the transition to cursive writing

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 2.10.




3rd 9-Weeks:  Below Grade Level – 1.6

          4th 9-Weeks:  Below Grade Level – 2.1

        On Grade Level – 2.1, 2.2



       On Grade Level –2.2, 3.1
                    Above Grade Level – 3.1 and above

       Above Grade Level – 3.2 and above
*Skills and concepts, after being introduced in a nine-weeks period, are practiced and reviewed throughout the year, with re-teaching as needed.  Benchmark scheduling is dependent upon available resources and is a suggestion only, though all SOLs should be taught.

