Rockingham County Public Schools

English – Twelfth Grade Benchmarks

(What a Twelfth Grade student on grade level should do.  Teachers must adjust to meet the need of students below and above grade level.)

	1st Grading Period
	2nd Grading Period

	Reading and Research
12th Grade Critical Knowledge
Epic
Apostrophe

Tragic hero

Parody

Stream of consciousness

Epiphany

Ode

Tragedy

Comedy

Validity, accuracy, and quality of information

Paraphrasing and citation

Avoiding plagiarism

English Focus
Oral Language  (4 weeks)
Research (6 weeks)
12.1     Make a 5 to 10 minute formal oral presentation

12.1 a  Choose the purpose of the presentation:  to defend

           a position, to entertain an audience, or to explain

           information

12.1 b  Use a well-structured narrative or logical argument

12.1 c  Use details, illustrations, statistics, comparisons, 

           and analogies to support purposes

12.1 d  Use visual aids or technology t support presentation

12.1 e  Use grammatically correct language, including 

           vocabulary appropriate to the topic, audience, and 

           purpose

12.2     Evaluate formal presentations

12.2 a  Critique relationships among purpose, audience, 

           and content of presentations

12.2 b  Critique the effectiveness of presentations

12.4     Read and analyze a variety of informational 
           materials, including electronic resources

12.4 a  Identify formats common to new publications and 

           information sources

12.4 b  Recognize and apply specialized vocabulary

12.4 c  Evaluate a product based on analysis of the 

           accompanying warranty and instruction manual

12.4 d  Evaluate the quality of informational and technical

           materials


	Reading and Research
12th Grade Critical Knowledge
Continue to teach, review, and refine elements of 12th Grade Critical Knowledge.

English Focus

Prose  (8 weeks)
12.3     Read and analyze the development of British
           literature and literature of other cultures

12.3 a  Recognize major literary forms and their elements

12.3 b  Recognize the characteristics of major

           chronological eras

12.3 c  Relate literary works and authors to major themes

           and issues of their eras

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 12.1, 12.2, and 12.4.



	Writing 
12th Grade Critical Knowledge
Elaboration
Clarity, consciousness, and accuracy

Revision for unity and coherence

Sentence variety

Word choice

Mechanics and usage

Legible handwriting

12.7     Develop expository and informational writings

12.7 a  Generate, gather, and organize ideas for writing

12.7 b  Consider audience and purpose when planning for 

           writing

12.7 c  Write analytically about literary, informational, and

           visual materials

12.7 d  Elaborate ideas clearly and accurately

12.7 e  Revise writing for depth of information and 

           technique of presentation

12.7 f  Apply grammatical conventions to edit writing for 

          correct use of language, spelling, punctuation, and 

          capitalization

12.7 g  Proofread final copy can prepare document for 

           publication or submission

12.8     Write documented research papers

12.8 a  Identify and understand the ethical issues of 

           research and documentation

12.8 b  Evaluate the accuracy and usefulness of 

           information

12.8 c  Synthesize information to support the thesis

12.8 d  Present information in a logical manner

12.8 e  Cite sources of information, using a standard 

           method of documentation, such as that of the 

           Modern Language Association (ALA) or the 

           American Psychological Association (APA)

12.8 f  Edit copies for correct use of language, spelling, 

           punctuation, and capitalization

12.8 g  Proofread final copy and prepare document for

           publication or submission

        
	Writing 
12th Grade Critical Knowledge
Continue to teach, review, and refine elements of 12th Grade Critical Knowledge.

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 12.7 and 12.8.

         


	3rd Grading Period
	4th Grading Period

	Reading and Research

12th Grade Critical Knowledge
Continue to teach, review, and refine elements of 12th Grade Critical Knowledge.

English Focus

Non-Fiction/Consumer  (6 weeks)
12.4     Read and analyze a variety of informational
           materials, including electronic resources

12.4 a  Identify formats common to new publications and 

           information sources

12.4 b  Recognize and apply specialized vocabulary

12.4 c  Evaluate a product based on analysis of the 
           accompanying warranty and instruction manual

12.4 d  Evaluate the quality of informational and technical

           materials 

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 12.1, 12.2, 12.3, and 12.4.


	Reading and Research

12th Grade Critical Knowledge
Continue to teach, review, and refine elements of 12th Grade Critical Knowledge.

English Focus

Drama (6 weeks)/Poetry (6 weeks)
12.5     Read and critique a variety of poetry

12.5 a  Explain how the choice of words in a poem 

           creates tone and voice

12.5 b  Explain how the sound of a poem (rhyme, rhythm,

           onomatopoeia, repetition, alliteration, assonance,

           and parallelism) supports the subject and mood

12.5 c  Explain how imagery and figures of speech

          (personification, simile, metaphor) appeal to the 

           reader’s senses and experience

12.5 d  Compare and contrast traditional and 

           contemporary works of poets from many cultures

12.6     Read and critique dramatic selections

12.6 a  Describe the conflict, plot, climax, and setting

12.6 b  Compare and contrast ways in which character,

           scene, dialogue, and staging contribute to the 

           theme and dramatic effect

12.6 c  Identify the most effective elements of selected

           plays

12.6 d  Compare and contrast dramatic elements of plays

           from American, British, and other cultures   

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 12.1, 12.2, 12.3, and 12.4.



	Writing 
12th Grade Critical Knowledge
Continue to teach, review, and refine elements of 12th Grade Critical Knowledge.

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 12.7 and 12.8.

	Writing 

12th Grade Critical Knowledge
Continue to teach, review, and refine elements of 12th Grade Critical Knowledge.

Continue to teach, review, and refine previously taught skills – 12.7 and 12.8.




*Skills and concepts, after being introduced in a nine-weeks period, are practiced and reviewed throughout the year, with re-teaching as needed.  Benchmark scheduling is dependent upon available resources and is a suggestion only, though all SOLs should be taught.

