Student Advisory Council 
September 16, 2010 minutes

Members present:

Freshman:
Josh Emerich, Felicia Hall
Sophomores: Kayla Collier, Deanna Garmer 

Juniors:
Emilie Keplinger, Michaela Mitchell, Logan Turner, Joe West
Seniors:
Suzzette Garcia
Exchange:
Charlotte Rummel
1. Dr. Leaman went over the protocol for Student Advisory Council discussions since this was the first meeting of the new school year.  For confidentially reasons, names should not be used when expressing concerns.  It is may be necessary to share names with Dr. Leaman individually and in the confidentiality of the principal’s office.
2. Members discussed the location of graduation for the Class of 2011.  JMU is renovating the convocation center and it will not be available.  The school decision is to hold the Graduation Ceremony at the University Commons at EMU.  Once the seating capacity is determined, graduates will be issued tickets for family members.

3. A member inquired about make-up pictures for the yearbook and student ID’s.  The make-up picture date is October 19th.

4. A member inquired about how guest lists are handled for dances.  The dance policies have not changed.  Middle school students are not permitted at high school dances and guests are approved by the principal.  Guest sign-up forms are available in the two weeks prior to the dance.
5. A member inquired about the location for Prom.  The JMU Festival Center is unavailable for Prom 2011.  The Prom committee is working on an alternate site.

6. Members discussed the 5th period lunch.  Dr. Leaman explained the reasons for the change and the benefits of the two lunch periods.  While the lines are longer, the length of the lunch period is extended over prior years (35 minutes total) and students that desire to eat lunch are having time to do so.

7. A member inquired about the cafeteria change in serving French fries.  The emphasis on childhood obesity has impacted school lunch programs.  Deep fryers to prepare French fries are no longer an option.  The current preparation is a baking process.  Students desire a French fry that is crispier.  Dr. Leaman will communicate this request to the cafeteria manager.

8. A member inquired about the reasons for the change to a nine-week grading period.  Several reasons were discussed and the move was requested by some parents to receive an additional grade report, if midterms are counted.  Parents and students at the high school level can daily access the teacher’s grade book from home using the PowerSchool web-based software. 

9. Dr. Leaman explained that BHS did not make Annual Yearly Progress of the No Child Left Behind Act this year because our graduation rate for standard and advanced studies diplomas was 76.36% when the benchmark was 80%.  Some seniors complete high school with modified diplomas, special diplomas, certificates, and GED certificates that are not counted.  BHS is working on a Recovery Program to assist students to graduate in four years with at least a standard diploma.
10. Dr. Leaman announced to the members that the school board is again looking at the 10 point grading scale due to the request from some parents for this change.

11. Dr. Leaman mentioned that “concussion” policies are being implemented to better serve student athletes.

12. Dr. Leaman provided a handout of directions to receive email or text message alerts for school closings and cancellations. The directions are also posted on the RCPS website under the Parent and Student link.  Persons can email Joe Hill to be added to such lists.  jhill@rockingham.k12.va.us
