Parent Advisory Council
September 21, 2009 Minutes

Present:  Karla Dick, Chris Driver, Steve Leaman, Marilyn Mailhot, Tim Martin, Keenan & Helen Moore, Ken & Joni West, and Anita Shiflet

1. Dr. Leaman went over the protocol for Parent Advisory Council discussions since this was the first meeting of the new school year.

2. The Broadway High School PAC meetings are scheduled for the 3rd Monday evening of the month in the office conference room beginning at 7:00 p.m.  The regularly scheduled meetings for the BHS PAC and the Superintendent’s PAC were announced.  

BHS PAC:  9/21, 10/19, 11/16, 1/18, 2/15, 3/15, and 4/19.

Superintendent’s PAC:  10/19, 12/14, 2/1, and 4/19.

Members present agreed to check calendars to see who may be able to attend the Superintendent’s PAC meetings.  Please notify Dr. Leaman if available. 

3. A member expressed appreciation that Back To School Night was reserved for parents and students, rather than for visits by alumni.  

4. A “Meals Tax Facts & Myths” sheet was dispersed.  Parents could invite county administrators for a presentation if desired.  On the November ballot, citizens of Rockingham County can vote to approve a meals and beverage tax, the money from which will be used only to protect and enhance the quality of our school system.  The proposed tax will not impact or add to the meals tax already levied within most localities:  Harrisonburg, Bridgewater, Dayton, Elkton, Grottoes, Mt. Crawford, and Timberville.  By approving a meals tax, those that travel through our County along I-81, Rt-33, Massanutten, JMU, EMU, Bridgewater College, the Shenandoah National Park, and other tourist areas will share in some of the cost of educating children in Rockingham County, both now and in the future.

5. Dr. Leaman received a request to waive the middle school age restriction for high school dances.  The members unanimously supported the current policy that prohibits middle school students from attending high school dances.  (The student advisory council also unanimously supported the current policy.)  Dr. Leaman denied the request to waive the current policy.

6. A parent inquired about starting up a “Parent Corp of Volunteers.”  Members endorsed the idea.

7. The members discussed the school’s recent Confederate Flag issue with Dr. Leaman.  The issue began when several students began overtly displaying their Confederate Flags on the back of their pick-up trucks in the parking lot.  Twice in the most recent decade, such actions led to racial incidents.  The administration asked for cooperation from these students to not display the flags in a manner that appears to taunt or enflame others.  These few students continued to display their flags.  Their words and actions incited a few other students to exhibit racist behaviors.  The situation was heightened by the local news media.  Fortunately for our school, the Homecoming Week diverted most of the student attention away from this issue.  

At our PAC meeting, a parent provided a brief history of the Confederate Flags and the meanings for each.  It was stated that the popular Confederate battle flags represent a symbol of hate and intimidation to our minority students.  Members desire a safe and orderly educational environment that is free from symbols that enflame others.  The members present requested that the school make changes to prohibit the Confederate Flag at school.  

The Confederate Flag issue facing the BHS community will be discussed at various levels for greater understanding.  While the Confederate Flag issue has not had a consensus in many communities, we will work towards greater understanding within our school community.  Several persons from outside the school division are reviewing our situation and Dr. Leaman will be drawing on their expertise to create a teamed approach for working with students, parents, and faculty.  It is Dr. Leaman’s desire that the BHS community use this issue to bring about a greater appreciation of diversity.  (A special letter was also sent by Dr. Leaman to the members present at the September 21, 2009 Parent Advisory Council meeting.)
