Parent Advisory Council
September 20, 2010 Minutes

Present:  
Jody Abt, Karla Dick, Chris Driver, Steve Leaman, Anita Shiflet, and Ken & Joni West.
1. Dr. Leaman went over the protocol for Parent Advisory Council discussions since this was the first meeting of the new school year.  For confidentially reasons, names should not be used when expressing concerns.  It is may be necessary to share names with Dr. Leaman individually and in the confidentiality of the principal’s office so that specific concerns can be addressed.
2. Members discussed sending a representative to the Superintendent’s PAC meetings and it was decided to represent BHS by committee:
October 4 – Joni West

December 6 – Chris Driver

February 28 – Anita Shiflet

April 11 – Jody Abt

3. Dr. Leaman announced the “Your Day at School” event for parents.  He demonstrated how to access the information from the website and provided a list of the topics:
How to’s for computers

RCPS Budget process

Digital Ethics

Transitions to Kindergarten

Truancy

Make a Difference in Reading

Recipe for Enthusiastic Reading

Rockingham Education Foundation, Inc.
Cool Tools in our Schools

Nutrition for Athletes

AYP and State Accreditation

Human Resources perspectives for parents

Relational aggression

4. Dr. Leaman gave the Annual Yearly Progress update for the No Child Left Behind Act.  While we exceeded the SOL benchmarks, BHS did not make AYP for this year because 80% of the Class of 2009 did not graduate in four years with a standard or advanced studies diploma.  (Students completing high school with a modified diploma, special diploma, certificate, or GED do not count in this graduation rate…dropouts also negatively impact the graduation percentage.)  Next year’s AYP will be based on the Class of 2010.  Some changes could help us get closer to making AYP…next year’s percentage can include five-year graduates, or we must show a 10% increase in four-year graduates.

5. The members discussed the nine-week grading period change.  Parents generally check grades online using the PowerSchool website and paper interims are sent home for parents that requested them.  The school calendar designates when interim reports will be sent home…Monday, September 27th is the first interim date.

6. Members asked about complications with the two lunches shifts during fifth period.  Rumors circulate that some students are not eating and more students are packing lunch.  Dr. Leaman responded that students wanting to eat are given time to eat and students are given an excused pass if they need more time to finish their lunch.  The cafeteria participation has decreased from a 70% average last year to a 61.5% average.

7. Instructions for receiving the Inclement Weather notice were distributed.  The information is also available on the RCPS website.  This year, in addition to the email option, students and parents can request to receive the notice as a text message.  A member inquired about automated notices in the case of an emergency and the school plans to make such notification available.

8. Dr. Leaman mentioned that the school board will again be reviewing the 10 point grading scale at their upcoming retreat.  Grading systems are generally teacher communication systems to students and parents.  Therefore, the grading scale issue may be one of perception rather than advantage or disadvantage of one grading system over another.
9. The next BHS PAC meeting date is scheduled for Monday, October 18th in the office conference room beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
